[Medical certificate of neonatal death].
A specific neonatal death certificate has been put into use in France since April 1997. It must be completed for any infants born alive and deceased between 0 and 27 days. Its content is presented together with the results of an evaluation of its use performed during a 3 month period in 1996. This certificate is aimed to improve the mortality statistics of the neonatal period, thus helping to better define the priorities in the medical care and prevention fields.